
Rotary Notes
by Joe Dobson

President Jamie called the meeting to order at 12:11
p.m.

Larry Adams gave the invocation. Bryce Dexter led us in
The Star Spangled Banner and In the Good Old Summer
Time.

Announcements:
• Secretary Emily Gillett reported that our July attendance

was 92%!! (due to Heritage Days events).
• Garry Johnson talked about the golf outing being held joint-

ly with the Centennial (morning) Club. The outing will be
held on Wednesday, September 19th at 5:15 at the Country
Club. Fees are $35 for golf and dinner, or just $15 for
dinner. Come and be sociable with your fellow Rotarians!

• President Jamie reminded the Club about the reception for
Ann, our inbound exchange student from Thailand. This will
be held at the home of Don and Joy Hubner on Thursday,
September 6th.

Larry Jameson and Tom Erekson collected Happy
Money from: Bill Brattain, John Corson, Joe Dobson, and
Garry Johnson.

Todd Lester won the chance to draw the Ten of
Diamonds, and promptly selected the Nine of Diamonds
instead.

Joe Dobson, August Program Chair,
introduced the program for the day, our
own Kenny Boyd.

Kenny, CEO of McDonough District
Hospital, gave an extremely informative
program on the Patient Protection and
Affordable Health Care Act (also known
as the Affordable Health Care Act, AHC,
Obamacare, and national health insur-
ance).

The AHC, some 2,000 pages long, supported by
another 100,000 pages, is probably out of the reach of most
persons to read and digest. When we hear of it on the news,
there is usually a lot of political slant attached to the news
item. Kenny endeavored to present to us the facts – what
does the AHC contain, and what does it mean.

Kenny focused on the State of Illinois in discussing
the implications, although he also presented some national
figures as well.

To start, Kenny showed a graph illustrating the federal
budget over the next forty years or so. While other portions
of the budget remain relatively flat as a percentage of our
gross national product, Medicare and Medicaid grow at an
alarming rate. Anyone looking at this graphic would under-
stand why the containment of these costs is on planners’
minds.

Kenny indicated that the AHC is designed to achieve
three things: Bend that cost curve and keep Medicare/
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Attendance Report
by Emily Gillett, Secretary

VISITORS
Jarred Dexter, Macomb – guest of Don Dexter
Billy Clow, Macomb – guest of Mick Cumbie
Emma M., Malawi – guest of George Russell

Caitlin Davis, Macomb – guest of Tamara Parker
Anshisa (Ann) Kitpaiboonchai, Thailand – exchange student

MAKE-UPS
Steve Hopper, 8/7/12

George Russell, 8/2/12
Dennis Danowski

Bob Yeast

MEMBERS ABSENT
Anstine, Biagini, Biller, Cox, D. Dexter, Early, Falk, W. Foster
France, M. Gillett, N. Jameson, Knoblock, Lawyer, Moulden
Nixa, Pastorelli, Pierson, Pounders, Strong, Thomas

Medicaid from eating up future federal budgets, creating
healthy populations, and transforming service delivery.
Kenny went through each of these three parts as thoroughly
as one could within about a half hour program.

Bending the cost curve is necessary, and many aspects
of the AHC are aimed at doing so. Kenny showed us what the
projections are for the existing plan in terms of cost reduc-
tion, as well as a competing plan currently being discussed in
the news.

Creating healthy populations involves a lot of prevention,
something that is not being done very efficiently.

Transforming service delivery also involves a lot of
changes, including getting patients to take more responsi-
bility for their own health care monitoring and treatment.

Although he cited many facts and figures, he kept bring-
ing it back to the bigger picture, at least for the State of
Illinois. Kenny clearly knew his material, and the Club mem-
bers were appreciative of the time and effort he put into the
program.

Just two examples of the facts he presented: A) 10% of
every dollar spent on health care in the United States goes
towards malpractice insurance. B) On average, 80% of the
health care costs incurred in a person’s lifetime are in the
person’s last two years of life.

One of the questions asked after the program was
whether the AHC would/could be repealed, as is being
stated by some politicians. Kenny pointed out that some form
of a health care act would have to be in effect, and that
although there could be differences in the content, some
aspects simply would not change. For example, excluding
people based on pre-existing conditions would not be elimi-
nated, nor would being able to keep children on family health
care plans until they are 26 years of age.

After this excellent program, President Jamie dismissed
the Club at 1:00 p.m.


